 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Light of Faith

We are daughters of a Heavenly Father who loves us.  Our personal paths are given light and direction as we have faith in Heavenly Father’s eternal plan which centers in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Many people believe in Jesus Christ, but faith is more than mere belief.  Faith is stronger.  It leads to action–the kinds of action that leads to exaltation.  To keep my faith alive and strong, I must pray daily.  This is the way to him.   I must study the scriptures not just read, but study.  This is one way he communicates with me.  And I must attend my church meetings to receive instructions and guidance for my daily life.  The more knowledge I receive about my Heavenly Father the stronger my faith will become.

Tonight I need to know if you will commitment to our Heavenly Father to strive diligently to internalize the value of Faith in your daily lives.  By saying yes, I will know that you have made this commitment.  I will give you oil as you say yes.

\

The Light of Divine Nature

As we diligently strive to develop our own divine qualities, qualities that each one of us has inherited from our Heavenly Father our path is lighted.

As Latter-day Saints, we believe we are spiritual children of our Heavenly Father.  We were born to earthly parents but our spirits are the offspring of God.  The scriptures tell us that we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.  Because of this, we have the capability of becoming like him.  Because of my Divine Nature I can develop Christ-like characteristics as I grow older by being loving, kind and forgiving to those around me.

Another Characteristic of Divine Nature is to be a peacemaker.  Peacemakers are called the children of god in the scriptures.  Consideration for others, lending a helping hand, going the extra mile are qualitites that, when practiced make us feel good about ourselves and let us know we are on the right track.  If I develop these divine qualities at home, then I can set a good example to all I meet in the outside world.  But home is where I should begin.

I encourage you to make the commitment to internalize the value of Divine Nature by saying yes, By doing so, I will know that you have made this commitment and I will give you oil as you say yes.

The Light of Individual Worth

By having faith and working hard to develop our own divine qualities the way is lighted for us to recognize our own individual worth.  As we work to fulfill our individual worth, more light is generated because we truly recognize who we are and that each of us has our own divine mission.  

How can the worth of an individual be measured in dollar and cents.  Some people make millions of dollars entertaining others with their talents and special abilities.  Others have superior intelligence or beauty which enables them to become rich and famous.  Are these people worth more than you or I?

Even though I cannot entertain or influence large numbers of people, I can have an influence for good upon my fellowmen.  I can bring about righteousness in the world by teaching others the gospel and setting a good example.  I can help others be happier by making them feel accepted, important and loved.  I can develop my talents, but perhaps my greatest talents are not found at the piano or on a stage.  Maybe my individual worth will be determined by the influence for good I have had on my friends and associates.

I encourage you to make this commitment tonight.  If you say yes when I come to you I will know you are making the commitment to the Lord and I will give you oil.

The Light of Knowledge

My path will be lit and I will be blessed to see opportunities for learning and growth.  

Knowledge is one of the most important things we can possess in this life.  It is also something we can take with us into the next life.  The knowledge that will do us the greatest amount of good is the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Next we should learn a skill or be trained in a vocation.  We need to know how to support ourselves and lead a productive life.  After that, we should learn history, geography, and laws.  We should keep abreast of current events by reading newspapers and periodicals.  We should read great literature of the past and present, and we should have some knowledge of the sciences, mathematics and the world’s philosophies.  Oh, there is so much to learn!  I want to keep my eyes and ears open–to be like a sponge–ready to soak up knowledge wherever I can.  But I must be worthy to have the Holy Ghost guide and direct me in discerning the good from the bad, the truth from the error.

I encourage you to make this commitment tonight.  If you say yes when I come to you I will know you are making a commitment to the Lord that you will gain all the knowledge you can and I will give you oil.

The Light of Choice and Accountability

I will accept the consequences for my choices.  I have faith that the light will clarify how I can choose good over evil.

Each day we are faced with many decisions.  Which way will I choose –right or wrong?  The day may begin with the decision to go to seminary.  I will choose to gain a greater knowledge of the gospel through attending seminary.  The scriptures teach “Ye shall know the truth and the truth will make you free.:

At school we may have temptations placed before us to break the Word of Wisdom or break school rules or choose the wrong friends.  But the effects of wrong choices–that is bad health, punishment and the lost of a good reputation – will not bring freedom nor happiness.  Quite often we have to choose a movie for ourselves and friends to see.  Filling my mind with trash and filth would make it harder for the Holy Ghost to find a place there.  I want my mind clean and pure and free of evil thoughts so the Holy Ghost will always be my constant companion.

Occasionally we do make wrong choices and get into trouble.  Whether we break a rule of the home, a commandment of God, or a law of the land, we will be held accountable for our actions.  I must learn to accept responsibility for the choices I make.

I encourage you to make this commitment tonight by saying yes when I get to you.  By doing so I will know that you are committing to the Lord to live this value.  I will then give you oil.

The Light of Good Works

The light will guide me to see how I can nurture others and build the kingdom through righteous service.

Good works is the very essence of the gospel.  Faith without good works is dead.  In order to truly be dedicated to others, we have to learn to serve without any thought of reward or pay.  Good works is a value easy to neglect as we go hurriedly though our busy lives.  We have to put forth special effort to think of others and what we can do for them.  It may take sacrifice of time and money.  Or perhaps we may have to give up a date, a party or some other good time to do so,  But in so doing we begin to get a small understanding of what Christ sacrificed for us.

Another area of good works is to do our genealogical research.  We should learn how to search the records for our ancestors in order to get the information needed to have their ordinances performed in the temple.  Performing baptisms for the dead is another good work we have the privilege of doing.




Again, I encourage you to make a commitment to the Lord to live this value.  By saying yes I will know of your commitment and I will give you oil.

The Light of Integrity

The light of Christ will enable me to have the moral courage to make my actions consistent with my knowledge of right and wrong.

The dictionary defines integrity as the state of being complete, undivided or unbroken.  With this definition it is easy to see when an object has integrity.  But how can we tell if a person has integrity?  A person is complete, undivided or unbroken when his beliefs and actions are the same.  If he believes one thing but does another, then he is lacking integrity.  Another definition of integrity is moral soundness, honesty and uprightness.  How can you test yourself to see if you have integrity?  Here is how...

If you are entirely alone, unseen by anyone else, would you cheat on a test or read dirty literature?  Would you take anything that doesn’t belong to you, break a promise or disobey your parents? On the other hand, if you were given, for example a cleaning job to do, would you do the best you could possibly do or would you clean only the most noticeable places and skip the hard to see ones.  To summarize – if your beliefs and actions are the same and if you act in the same way when you are alone as when you are with someone, then you have integrity.

Let’s each make a commitment tonight to work hard to make our actions consistent with our values.  Let’s all say yes to symbolize our commitment.
We held this at night and we had all the presenters dress in biblical attire.  We gave each girl the bottom of one of the little dollar store glasss lanterns.  As they finished they would stop and get their wicks and they would state if they committed to living all seven values.  If they did, then they signed the camp flag.  We then had a powerpoint of the Savior’s life and then had a person come and give a presentation of Mary the Savior’s mother, who ended with pleading with the young women to keep their values so others would want to know ‘Her” son the Savior.  Then the stake president said “ The bridegroom has arrived and then we lit all their lanterns and had them stand and say the young women’s theme.
