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Scene 1: At school, by their lockers. Cheri is with some of her friends who are talking about some of the things they learned about Mormons from their preacher. One girl says, “I heard that Mormon’s worship Jo Smith not Jesus”. 

Cheri: I think that might be true, because I have been to Joy’s grandma’s house and she has Joseph Smith stuff all over. (Lauren walks in and over hears what her close friend Cheri says)

Lauren: What might be true?

Cheri: (embarrassed) Oh, nothing. (Cheri walks off the stage with the group of girls as Joy walks in and over to Lauren standing by her locker).


Lauren: I overheard something weird. Cheri was telling Cassie, Tiffany, Vanessa, and a few others about all the Joseph Smith stuff your grandma has.

Joy:  Wow, I guess we better talk with her. She has asked me a few weird questions lately. I think that their youth group must be preaching against us, because the questions were typical anti. 

Lauren:  Yea, she asked me the same questions. I just laughed because we have been friends since we were 3 and she has come to so many church activities. She has to know what they are saying isn’t true. (They walk up to Cheri)

Joy: Cheri, what are you doing?

Cheri: Oh, hi guys.

Lauren: Cheri, I heard what you said to those guys? You are our friend. Why would you add to the rumors that others might be spreading about our church?

Cheri: Well I’m glad you over heard me actually. I have been trying to ask you guys questions that I need answered. I am very confused. You just brush off my questions, and laugh.

Joy: Well, I guess we just thought you couldn’t really think we believed those things. You have been to Church stuff with us.

Cheri: Yea, well I have been to my church a lot more, and I would like to think that I can trust my Pastor. He has been saying a lot of things about Joseph Smith, and I kind of believe him. Just look at your grandma, Joy. She does worship Joseph Smith! (Phase out school scene.)

Scene 3: Grandma Chris’s house

Joy: Hi Grandma! Can we come in and talk with you for a while?

G. Chris: You are asking me if I want someone to talk to, honey. Come on in here.

Cheri: (quietly, looking around at all the Joseph Smith stuff) Well, we didn’t want to interrupt your worship time. 

G. Chris: What’s that dear? You’ll have to speak up.

Joy: Grandma—since you know Joseph Smith…

G. Chris: I’m not that old, dear!

Joy: I know Grandma, but it’s like you did. How come you have so much Joseph Smith stuff?

G. Chris: Well, I do know that Joseph Smith is closer to the Savior Jesus Christ than any other man that walked on earth, and because of Joseph, you and I have the restored gospel in our lives. (Vicky—Joy’s Mom slides in)

Joy: Oh, hi Mom. Grandma is going to explain why she loves Joseph Smith so much.

Vicky: I heard--that’s why I came in. I never tire of hearing grandma’s testimony of the prophet. Go ahead, Mom.

G. Chris: Did you know that I was also born in Vermont where the prophet was born. There is the Joseph Smith Memorial in Sharon Vermont that holds not only the birth of the Prophet, but also the birth of my testimony. When I was just your age, 16 years old, I made the decision to be baptized a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints after reading and praying about the Book of Mormon. Have you girls studied and prayed about the Book of Mormon? 

(Joy and Lauren nod their heads—Cheri remains quiet)

Good! I know you girls have a testimony of this great book. If you believe the book then you believe in the boy that translated the book. And I say boy, because he was only a couple of years older that you girls when he finally received the plates to translate them.

Lauren: I thought he was only 14…

Vicky: He was 14 when he had the vision of Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ, but had to wait 4 years for the Lord to get him ready for the great and marvelous work he had been called to perform.

G. Chris: Just like your personal progress is set up to help you girls reach your up most potential, and to become more like our Savior Jesus Christ—Joseph Smith had to develop the same qualities of  having Faith, Divine Nature, Individual Worth, Knowledge, Choice and Accountability, Good Works, and Integrity. He definitely needed these qualities to handle all that he faced in his powerful but brief life on earth.

Cheri: Was he killed?

Vicky: Yes, he was shot by a mob when he was in his 30’s. He did so much for us in those short years: He translated the Book of Mormon, organized our Church, restored the priesthood, moved the church to 4 different locations across the country because of persecution, and gave us additional scripture and revelation, and the heavenly ordinances performed in temples today. He built up the beautiful city of Navoo in Illinois, but did not live to see the temple complete. 

Cheri: Oh.

G. Chris: Yes, he lived about as long as the Savior did, and I would reckon to say that I have out-lived their lives put together. But in just 33 years, the Savior lived a perfect life, then suffered and died for us. That is why everything we do in the church is in his name. And although Joseph lived just 38 years, the Savior restored the fullness of his Gospel through Joseph and the Book of Mormon, which was the “marvelous work and a wonder” spoken of by Isaiah. That is why we have such great respect for Joseph as the “prophet of the restoration.”

Vicky: I would definitely say that those four years were used by Heavenly Father to prepare him for what lay ahead.

Lauren: Tell us some stories about the prophet Joseph.

G. Chris: Well, let’s see if I can think of a story where he emulated each of the young women values.

(Assign one girl to study and write a 1 minute story about when the Prophet Joseph Smith showed each of the values)

Haylee Rollins--Knowledge

The greatest story of Joseph and knowledge is when Joseph Smith was seeking for the true church and he read in the Bible, James 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” After he had read that scripture he went into the grove and prayed to Heavenly Father.  Then the most amazing thing happened; Heavenly Father and Jesus descended from the heavens and gave him the greatest knowledge any man could receive. He was told all the churches had parts of truth, but were not His. Because of this knowledge, we are able to be members of the church. This was the beginning of revelation again to a modern prophet, where the mysteries of God would be revealed, and the Church restored to be lead by the Lord.

Brittney Pingree--Faith
The life of the prophet Joseph Smith was based on Faith.  At a very young age Joseph Smith displayed faith. At the age of 7, Joseph was faced with his leg being amputated.  The doctors tried to force alcohol down his throat to ease the pain.  Refusing the alcohol, Joseph had faith that the Lord would help him through the excruciating pain as they cut through to the infected bone.  Joseph could walk without crutches within 3 years after his surgery.  He also had faith when he went into the grove of trees that the Lord would answer his prayer and he would know what church to join.  His faith was tested when others mocked him for seeing the angel Moroni, and his faith endured for 4 years as he was being prepared to receive the plates.  When he received the plates, he trusted in the Lord that he could be the translator of such an important work.  Joseph had faith that the Lord would guide him in organizing The Church of Jesus Christ on the earth again.  He continued to display faith when faced with mobs torturing him and pouring hot tar over his skin, and when he had to lead the saints away from people who hated the Mormons to find a new place to live and eventually make a new place Zion.  Joseph Smith had faith when his brother was killed that he would see him again after he died, and he had faith that even though he was, “as a lamb being led to the slaughter”, all would be well in Zion even after he died.
Kaitlyn Wandelt—Choice and Accountability
In 1828; Joseph Smith was beginning to translate the Book of Mormon with Martin Harris as his scribe.  Martin asked Joseph if he could take the 116 pages they had translated so far and show them to some of his family in hope that they would be convinced of the truth of the Church.  Joseph Smith prayed to Heavenly Father, but was told no.  When told this, Martin asked Joseph to inquire once more.  Heavenly Father said no again, but when Joseph asked a final third time, he consented as long as Martin Harris only showed it to his family.  When Harris presented the pages to his family, he also revealed them to other friends, who took the pages. They were never seen again.


Joseph Smith made a choice to continue asking the Lord though he knew the answer he would receive. Martin Harris disobeyed Heavenly Father and showed them to others than specified.  Because of these two choices, the pages were lost and Joseph’s privilege to translate the Book of Mormon was taken away.  They were accountable for the lost 116 pages and almost lost the future translation of the golden plates because they made a wrong choice.  This was a learning and growing period for Joseph.


Kimberly Woodard-- Individual worth 
D&C 18:10 states that,”The worth of souls is great in the sight of God”.  We understand that Heavenly Father knows us all individually and knows our worth as daughters of God.  Joseph Smith is a perfect example of individual worth.  God entrusted him with the restoration of this gospel and Joseph recognized his worth and strived in faith to act upon it.  But towards the end of his life, Joseph began to question this worth.  When Joseph Smith was suffering in Liberty jail he was feeling at his lowest.  Joseph was questioning himself and his abilities as a son of God.  In this desperate time of need the Lord spoke unto Joseph reminding him of his great worth.  In the beginning of D&C 122:1 it reads, “The ends of the earth shall inquire after thy name”.  In 122:4 it says, “…thy voice shall be more terrible in the midst of thine enemies than the fierce lion, because of thy righteousness; and thy God shall stand by thee forever and ever.”  The Lord reminded Joseph of how much he loved him and that Joseph was of such great worth because of his righteousness.  Our personal progress pamphlets tell us that we, as daughters of God, “are of infinite worth with our own divine mission, which we should strive to fulfill.”  By following Joseph Smith’s example we can truly acknowledge our infinite worth.
Divine Nature: 
Davia Lee


Joseph Smith not only understood his own divine nature, but mankind’s divine nature. In one of Joseph’s many sermons he said, “If you wish to go where God is, you must be like god or possess the principles which God possesses for if we are not drawing towards God in principle we are going from him… Search your hearts, and see if you are like God.  I have searched mine and feel to repent of all my sins.  Is not God good? Yes, then you be good.  If he is faithful, then you be faithful.  Add to your faith virtue; to virtue, knowledge, and seek for every good thing.”

The prophet wants us to repent and realize that in our nature there is divine potential. Our God like qualities will grow as we learn and then partake of the temple ordinances that the Prophet restored to the earth. We can now do baptisms for the dead, and eventually make special covenants as we receive our endowments, and then ultimately are sealed to our eternal companion to dwell with our Heavenly Father once we have endured to the end.

 

Good Works:
Alice Odell
Joseph Smith had many good works that he fulfilled.  In Joseph Smith History Chapter 1:33-34 it says, “ He called me by name and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work for me to do; and that my name should be both good and evil spoken of among all people.  He said there was a book deposited; written upon gold plates, given an account of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they sprang.  He also said that the fullness of the everlasting gospel was contained in it as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants.”  The Book of Mormon is the greatest of the good works Joseph fulfilled.
Joseph’s daily life was filled with good works, too. Be it, clearing land and his example of hard work which lead to the building of the beautiful city and temple of Navoo, or the many times he called upon the power of God to heal the sick and bless the saints, or the many inquiries made in which modern day doctrine was revealed, and the organization of the church set forth. He did amazing things for a boy with only a 2nd grade education, and yet he knew how to simply be a good father and friend.


As Joseph sat in Carthage jail and asked John Taylor to sing A Poor Way Faring Man of Grief, about a suffering stranger who revealed himself at last as the Savior, Joseph had to be at peace knowing that he had been the Lord’s tool for so many good works. Just as Joseph never tired of hearing this song, so must we never tire of doing good works for our fellowmen. 
(Choir sings song)
Integrity--Hailie Clark--When the song was finished, "there was a little rustling at the outer door of the jail, and a cry of surrender, and also a discharge of three or four firearms followed instantly. Hyrum was struck first, and he fell to the floor exclaiming, "I am a dead man." Joseph ran to him, exclaiming, "Oh, dear brother Hyrum." Then John Taylor was hit, and he fell to the floor seriously wounded. Fortunately, however, the impact of one ball was broken by the watch in his vest pocket. This saved his life. With bullets bursting through the door, Joseph sprang to the window. Three balls struck him almost simultaneously, two coming from the door and one from the window. Dying, he fell from the open window, exclaiming, "O Lord, my God!" 
Joseph was filled with Integrity from the beginning when in the Joseph Smith History he relates in verse 24:  He had seen a vision, he knew he had and all the persecution under heaven could not make it otherwise; and though they should persecute him unto death, yet he knew, and would know to his latest breath, that he had both seen a light and heard a voice speaking unto him, and all the world could not make him think or believe otherwise. 
Although, it was difficult for the saints in Navoo to continue forward with the death of their beloved prophet, they did so, and crossed the plains to the Salt Lake Valley remembering the example and integrity of their Prophet Joseph Smith. A pioneer woman wrote and sang these words as she crossed the Mississippi River and looked back on Navoo: By the waters, the waters of Babylon. We lay down and wept, and wept, for thee Zion. We remember thee, remember thee, remember thee Zion.

Cheri: Wow! Now I know why you love the Prophet Joseph Smith. I see now that you don’t worship him, but he is a great hero and someone you definitely want to try and be more like--just like you want to be like Jesus. Joseph Smith was for sure an honest man, so when my pastor says he isn’t; I know that he just doesn’t know Joseph Smith like I have come to know him. 

Joy: Thanks Grandma, we are glad we have you to answer our questions!

G. Chris: Well Dears, I am glad that you came to me, but remember what Joseph Smith did when he had a question: he read in James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God” and then he went in that sacred grove of trees and got on his knees. No one can answer you better than your Heavenly Father. So go and put into practice that great and marvelous work that we are so lucky to have because of the prophet Joseph.

Cast Call: All young women and leaders go up and sing round.

The End!
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